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SUBJ: ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE HELD IN CORDOBA
SUMMARY: ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE JUST HELD IN CORDOBA
AND PROMOTED MAINLY BY GOS, EGYPTIAN GOVT, AND SPANISH
CHURCH WAS NOTABLE FOR VARIOUS APPEALS FOR GREATER MOSLEM-
CHRISTIAN RELATIONS AND DIALOGUE AND FOR ITS FULL-FLEDGED
SUPPORT OF ARAB AND PALESTINAIAN OBJECTIVESIN MIDDLE EAST.
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END SUMMARY.
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1. FROM SEPT 12-16, AN ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE WAS
HELD IN THE ANDALUZIAN CITY OF CORDOBA, ONE-TIME CAPITAL
OF CALIPHATE OF CORDOBA AND ONE OF MOST HISTORIC CENTERS
OF MOORISH LEGACY IN SPAIN.

2. THIS CONFERENCE, REPORTEDLY FIRST EVER HELD OF ITS

KIND, WAS ATTENDED BY NUMEROUS MEMBERS OF THE SPANISH
CLERGY AND PRESIDED OVER BY BISHOP CIRARDA OF CORDOBA,
AND WASALSO ATTENDED BY CERTAIN FOREIGN CATHOLIC CLERGY
RESIDENT IN ARAB COUNTRIES, NOTABLY CARDINAL DUVAL OF
ALGIERS AND THE BISHOP OF ORAN. GOS WAS REPRESENTED

BY DIRECTORS GENERAL FROM MFA AND MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND TOURISM, AND PROVINCE AND CITY OF CORDOBA WERE
REPRESENTED BY SOME OF THEIR PRINCIPAL LOCAL OFFICIALS.

3. ARAB COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT CONFERENCE INCLUDED

EGYPT, ALGERIA, LEBANNON, IRAQ, SAUDI ARABIA, AND JORDAN.
THERE REPORTEDLY ALSO WAS A PALESTINIAN DELEGATION PRESENT.
MOST HIGH RANKING DELEGATE TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE WAS
DR. ABDEL AZIZ KAMEL, WHO ISBOTH VICE PRESAND MINISTER

OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRSIN EGYPT. THE IMPORTANT EGYPTIAN
DELEGATION ALSO INCLUDED AN EGYPTIAN CHRISTIAN PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN, ALBERT BARSOUM, WHO ALSO REPORTEDLY HAS MINISTERIAL
RANK IN EGYPTIAN GOVT. MANY ARAB DELEGATIONS WERE HEADED
BY THEIR COUNTRIES AMBASSADORS IN MADRID.

4. SYMBOLIC AND EMOTIONAL HIGHLIGHT OF CONFERENCE TOOK
PLACE ON FRIDAY, SEPT 13, WHEN MOSLEM CONFEREES WERE
ALLOWED TO HOLD MOSLEM PRAY ER SERVICE IN CORDOBA'S FAMED
MOSQUE-CATHEDRAL. THISWAS REPORTEDLY FIRST TIME IN

SEVEN CENTURIES, |.E., SINCE 1236 WHEN HUGE CORDOBA

MOSQUE WAS CONVERTED INTO CHRISTIAN CATHEDRAL IN WAKE OF
CASTILLIAN RECONQUEST OF CITY, THAT A MOSLEM PRAYER

SERVICE HAS BEEN HELD IN CORDOBA'S MOSQUE TURNED CATHEDRAL.

5. VARIOUS WORKING SESSIONS OF CONFERENCE DEALT WITH A
WIDE SERIES OF TOPICS, MOSTLY RELATED TO DOCTRINAL
QUESTIONS AND IMPROVEMENT OF CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM RELATIONS.
CONFERENCE PRODUCED 12 CONCLUSIONS, CALLING FOR:
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(1) GREATER ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN COOPERATION, (2) INCREASED
CONTACT BETWEEN CHRISTIAN AND MOSLEM RELIGIOUS SPECIALISTS;
(3) GREATER INTERCHANGE OF INFORMATION; (4) AN ATTEMPT TO
REVISE DOCTRINAL ERRORS WHICH AFFECT BOTH RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES,; (5) THE PROMOSTION OF ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN
EXCHANGES AND OF FREQUENT PERSONAL CONTACT IN ORDER TO
CONTINUE A DIALOGUE; (6) THE CELEBRATION IN CORDOBA OF
ANOTHER REUNION WITHIN TWO YEARS, (7) THE PROMOTION OF
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ANALOGOUS CONFERENCES IN OTHER COUNTRIES, BOTH MOSLEM
AND CHRISTIAN; (8) EFFORTSBY BOTH MOSLEMS AND CHRISTIANS
TO SEEK TO DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ABOUT EACH FAITH
AMONG THE OTHER'S ADHERENTS, AND (9) THE PROMOTION

OF MOSLEM- CHRISTIAN COOPERATION TO IMPEDE PERSECUTION OF
RELIGIOUS MINORITIESIN ANY PART OF THE WORLD AND TO
PROMOTE JUSTICE AND PEACE.

THE TENTH CONCLUSION, HOWEVER, ENTERSFULLY INTO THE
POLITICAL REALM AND DIRECTLY TACKLES THE PALESTINIAN
QUESTION WITH A MARKED BIAS FOR THE ARAB VIEWPOINT. THE
TEXT OF THISPARTICULAR CONCLUSION STATES THAT THE
CONFERENCE "SUPPORTS THE JUST HUMAN AND NATIONAL RIGHTS
OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, CONSIDERS THE PALESTINIAN
LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AS THEIR SOLE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE.
AFFIRMS THE ARAB CHARACTER OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM

AND REJECTSALL PROPOSALS TO JUDAIZE OR INTERNATIONALIZE
THE CITY, CONDEMNS THE AGGRESSIONS WHICH THE ISRAELI
OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES COMMIT AGAINST THE PEOPLES AND
HOLY PLACES OF MOSLEMS AND CHRISTIANS, CALLSFOR THE
LIBERATION OF ALL THOSE DETAINED, SUPPORTS THE JUST
STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AND DEMANDS LIBERATION
OF ALL ARAB OCCUPIED LANDS."

7. TWO REMAINING CONLUSIONS CALL FOR RESPECT FOR MOSLEM

AND CHRISTIAN MONUMENTSIN THE WORLD AS A PARTIMONY OF
HUMANITY WHICH MUST BE PRESERVED, AND PRAISES ACTIONS OF GOS
IN THISFIELD, AND PROVIDES FOR FORMATION OF A COMMISSION

TO CARRY OUT ON A CONTINUING BASIS THE WORK OF THE
CONFERENCE.

8. ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN EMBOFF, ORIGINAL IDEA FOR CONVOKING
CONFERENCE CAME FROM AN ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN COMMITTEE WHICH
HAS EXISTED FOR SOME TIME IN SPAIN AND WHICH CONTAINS
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
PAGE 04 MADRID 05880 1912592

VARIOUS CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND CERTAIN MOSLEM REPRESENTATIVES,
NOTABLY CULTURAL COUNSELOR OR EGYPTIAN EMBASSY. SOURCE
CLAIMED THAT WHEN IDEA OF CONVOKING SUCH CONFERENCE IN
CORDOBA WAS PRESENTED BY THIS COMMITTEE TO GOS FOR
APPROVAL, GOS BECAME ENTHUSIASTIC OVER IDEA AND BECAME
MOST ACTIVE PROMOTERR OF CONFERENCE. CONFERENCE THUS WAS
MAINLY PROMOSTED BY GOS AND EGYPTIAN GOVT, IN COMBINATION
WITH SPANISH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY. THIS THUS ONE OF FEW
INSTANCES IN RECENT YEARS IN WHICH GOS AND SPANISH CHURCH
HAVE WHOLEHEARTEDLY COLLABORATED.

9. MOST SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF CONFERENCE WAS THAT IT WAS
USED TO PROMOTE ARAB POLITICAL LINEWITH RESPECT TO
PALESTINE, INCLUDING RECOGNITION OF PLO AS SOLE REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF PALESTINIANS AND REJECTION OF EITHER INTER-
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NATIONALIZATION OF JERUSALEM OR ITSABSORPTION BY ISRAEL.
GOS, IN KEEPING WITH ITSMARKED PRO-ARAB POSTURE ON

MIDDLE EAST AND PALESTINE, PROBABLY BELIEVESIT WILL BE
ABLE TO GET FURTHER MILEAGE AT SLIGHT EXPENSE FOR ITS PRO-
ARAB POLICY BY HELPING TO SPONSOR THIS CONFERENCE IN SPAIN
AND BY HAVING ALLOWED A STRONGLY ANTI-ISRAELI TONE IN

THE CONFERENCE'S CONCLUSIONS. THOSE CONSLUTIONS, HOWEVER,
DO NOT ACCORD FULLY WITH SPAIN'S OFFICIAL POLITION
(REFLECTING THAT OF THE VATICAN) IN FAVOR OF SOME FORM OF
INTERNATIONAL REGIME FOR THE HOLY PLACES OF JERUSALEM. IT
ALSO UNCLEAR WHY CATHOLIC CLERGY ATTENDING ACQUIESCED IN CONFERENCE'S
PRO-ARAB POLITICAL CONCLUSIONS.

RIVERO
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